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MUN@TIU 2019 was created for the purpose of facilitating an environ-

ment where youth can contribute to their community, build confidence 

and leadership, practice their skills and rights, and familiarize them-

selves with global affairs. Above all, we thrive to provide participants 

with an original experience in Japan by capitalizing on an existing di-

verse population members and participants while creating an inclusive 

and innovative environment for individuals to communicate and con-

nect with one another. Having participated in high-level MUN confer-

ences in Japan and around the world as organizers, TIUMUN team un-

derstand more than anyone what makes a successful MUN conference. 

Allow us to demonstrate it to you this summer.

WELCOME TO 
MUN@TIU 2019

Tokyo International University Model United Nations (TIUMUN) 

is a varsity club at Tokyo International University. We are looking 

forward to transforming these achievements into an exceptional 

event that would make Tokyo and TIU the next destination in Asia 

for MUN enthusiasts.
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MESSAGES FROM 
THE DAIS

I would like to extend my most sincere welcome and gratefulness for your participation in this year’s 
MUN@TIU. I am eagerly looking forward to working with you to make the conference a memorable 
experience for everyone involved, as well as having meaningful discussions that will hopefully lead the 
way to solutions of world issues.

Joining MUN has been a life-changing experience for me. From someone who was frustrated by social 
and global issues, who felt that they had no way to change the world around them, I realised through 
joining MUN conferences that there are ways that I can make impact in the world, and make it a better 
place. My motto is “Changing the world, one resolution at a time.”

However, to me, MUN is not only the place where you change the world, it was the place that changed 
who I am. It taught me to be more humble, to know that there are other people out there who are more 
talented, and that I can learn a lot from everyone that I interact with at the conference. It taught me that 
there are many perspectives to a matter, and the most ideal situation is not to argue over and over again 
for my solution to be the winning one, but to mediate between solutions, between different views for the 
better good.

I am confident that MUN@TIU 2019 will be one of those life-changing moments for you, after witnessing 
the efforts put into the conference by the amazing organisers. Yet, the conference is never completed 
without the participation of the delegates, so once again, thank you for your participation. Let’s have an 
unforgettable experience.

As a member of the Tokyo International University Model United Nations Club, I feel honored and 
privileged to be given a chance to chair and moderate the discussion regarding the reformation of the 
Security Council. Furthermore, I am also proud of the efforts made by my fellow members in creating this 
Model United Nations experience. 

Other than being an active member of my University’s MUN Club, I have also participated as a delegate 
and as a member of the organizing team in various MUN events, such as Oxford-Kyushu Model United 
Nations, All Japan Model United Nations and Japan English Model United Nations. As a frequent in many 
Model United Nations in Japan, I share the spirit of education and self-growth that many of the MUNs in 
Japan emphasize.. 

Finally, as a member of Tokyo International University Model United Nations Club, I do hope that the 
hard work and ideas contributed by our members will transfer well into your experience during the 
conference. We have always been proud of the various backgrounds that our members came from, and 
with it the stories, experience and ideas that they share with us.

I hope that you will be able to have a balanced experience of learning and competing at the same time; 
taking more interest in understanding topics that we offer while trying your best to compete with other 
delegates.

Raynard 
Rabiultsani
3rd year 
International Rela-
tions Major

Nguyen Cao 
Viet Hung
4th year 
International rela-
tions Major
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HISTORY

Established in 1945 under the United Nations Charter, the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) 

is the main deliberative, policymaking and representative organ of the United Nations. The first session of 

the UN General Assembly was convened on 10 January 1946 in the Methodist Central Hall in London with 

representatives from 51 nations. The next few annual sessions were held in different cities: the second session 

in New York City, and the third in Paris. The UNGA finally decided to place the permanent Headquarters of the 

United Nations in New York City at the start of its seventh regular annual session on 14 October 1952. In 1960, 

the General Assembly witnessed a historical milestone as 17 newly-independent states obtained membership.

MANDATE

The UNGA consists of 193 Member States (at the current moment) that operate under the one-country-

one-vote system. It is also made up of many boards, commissions, committees, councils, panels, and working 

WELCOME TO THE COMMITTEE
THE UNITED NATIONS GENERAL ASSEMBLY

Established in 1945 under the United Nations Charter, the United Nations General Assembly 

(UNGA) is the main deliberative, policymaking and representative organ of the United Nations. 
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groups. The General Assembly can adopt resolutions based on the recommendations of its subsidiary organs 

and can pass resolutions on key international topics within the scope of the United Nations. Once passed, 

resolutions become non-binding recommendations for the Member States, which means that the Assembly 

cannot forcefully impose these recommendations on the Member States with the exception of budget-related 

documents.

All resolutions regarding recommendations on peace and security, budgetary concerns, and the election, 

admission, suspension or expulsion of members required a two-thirds majority among the Member States. 

Every other resolution is adopted with a simple majority. One of the mandates of the UNGA is discussing and 

making recommendations on the powers and functions of any organ of the United Nations, including the United 

Nations Security Council (UNSC). Resolutions by the UNGA pertaining to the reform of the UNSC can only be 

passed with a two-thirds majority and five permanent members of the council must also agree.
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The United Nations Security Council

Before 1945, the lack of legal-binding international 

agreements as well as a cooperation from the 

international community amidst growing fascism and 

militarism precipitated the second World War that 

saw the tragic loss of over 60 million lives. As a result, 

post-war leaders recognized an imperative need 

for an international institution which can facilitate 

dialogues and negotiations. As a result, the United 

Nations Security Council (UNSC) was created in 1945 

as an effort to coordinate the peacekeeping efforts of 

countries around the world.

Unlike other institutions within the United 

Nations, the UNSC’s resolutions are legal-binding 

documents, which means the actors specified in these 

resolutions are compelled to realize the required 

actions, or risk facing sanctions and other forms 

of punishments from the international community. 

There are 15 members, 5 of which are permanent 

(China, France, Russia, the United States of America, 

the United Kingdom of Britain and Northern Ireland 

- generally referred to as the P5) and 10 are non-

permanent members chosen from United Nations’ 

members. Each resolution of the council must be 

passed with at least 10 votes from the members, and 

receive no vote against from any of the 5 permanent 

members. This voting procedure gave a de facto veto 

for the P5.

Criticisms of the USNC System

One of the most common criticism is that the 

list of permanent members is not reflective of 

current world politics. As Mo Ibrahim, a renowned 

African philanthropist puts it: “The Security Council 

represents the situation from 1945 - you had the Allies 

who won the war who occupied that. The defeated 

guys - the Germans and Japan - were out.” A number 

of countries have been having a more and more 

significant voice in international politics, such as 

Germany, India, Japan or Brazil. These countries feel 

that the inclusion of more voices in the council would 

better reflect the balance of power in current world 

politics.

Another criticism of the UNSC is that it is 

considered the embodiment of great power politics, 

where decisions are being made solely by the 

powerhouses and reflect their interests only. Since 

each power has its own interests to keep, world 

peace comes second in any debate. The veto power 

AGENDA OVERVIEW
REFORMING THE UNITED NATIONS SECURITY COUNCIL
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grants the P5 an enormous power to block any 

unwanted decisions that could potentially undermine 

their agenda. As of 2018, Russia/USSR have used 

112 vetoes, followed by the United States with 81. 

During the Ukrainian conflict, Russia vetoed every 

resolution pertaining to the question of Crimea. In 

the controversial decision to recognize Jerusalem as 

Israeli capital, the US was the only country opposing a 

draft resolution condemning the decision of President 

Trump. The abuse of the veto power and the lack of 

a counter mechanism were even publicly confirmed 

by Elliot Abrams, former foreign policy adviser to 

President Bush and current Special Representative 

for Venezuela. He said that “The U.S. has the power to 

block all anti-Israel moves in the Security Council, not 

just some of them, and to do so without agreeing to 

unfair, damaging compromises.”

The UNSC is also suffering criticism for the lack of 

equal representation. There is no country from Africa 

or the Arab world holding permanent member status. 

3 of the 5 permanent members belong to the Western 

European bloc, and with 2 other members from the 

same bloc among the 10 non-permanent members, 

1/3 of the members are from Western European 

bloc. It is difficult to claim that the UNSC reflect the 

interests of bringing world peace if the representation 

of regions around the world is not there at the 

council.

There are many more examples in which one or 

more of these problems manifest. Let’s examine two 

following cases: 

Syrian Civil War 

The Syrian Civil War has almost entered its 9th 

year. It started as a follow-up to the Arab Spring in 

2011, where pro-democracy activists in Syria saw 

hope in democratizing the country and pushed 

for reforms by engaging in peaceful protests.  In 

response, the government led by President Bashar 

Al-Assad launched a massive crackdown, killing and 

imprisoning many of its citizens who were involved 

with the protests.1  Over time, the conflict escalated 

into a civil war, mainly concerning the forces of 

the Syrian government against the rebel groups. 

In addition, many local and international actors 

have joined the fray with specific interests in mind. 

Countries such as Russia and the United States have 

been involved in the civil war, both through direct or 

indirect means. 

Discussions on the situation often times have 

been tainted by interests Russia, as the nation has 

issued many Vetoes on Security Council Resolutions 

on Syria, including one recently (S/2018/321) where 

the council wishes to create investigative efforts 

on the use of lethal chemical weapons,2  effectively 

halting any significant action from the Security 

Council. This is due to Russia’s close ties with Syria 

and the need to protect its only port, Tartus.3  

Another Resolution that was drafted 2 years 

earlier in 8th of October 2016 with a more general 

topic regarding the cessation of all hostilities in Syria 

and the prevention of financial support to violent 

groups within the civil war such as ISIL. This one was 

also vetoed by the Russian Federation. Russia insisted 

to not include aerial bombardment as a prohibited 

activity as it would help militants such as Jabhat-Al-

Nusra.4  This case shows that the veto system is too 

easily abused in order to fulfill a nation’s unilateral 

interest instead of trying to restore international 

peace and security, as per Chapter VII of the UN 

Charter.

The Palestinian-Israeli Conflict 

The Palestinian question has been a long-standing 

and polarizing issue in the United Nations concerning 

the legitimacy of both Palestine and Israel. Initially, 

the UN adopted the partition plan under Resolution 

181 of the General Assembly. The resolution proposes 

the separation of the land of Palestine into Arab and 

Jewish states, to which many Jewish communities 

in present Palestine believed to be a legal basis of 

the creation of the State of Israel. Furthermore, it 

recommends the further separation of the City of 

Jerusalem into a completely different entity from 

the two other states governed by an international 

regime.5  After that, however, the area in which the 

two nations reside have seen a cycle of conflicts and 

displacement of Palestinian refugees. The UN has 

generally supported the “two-state” solution that 

entails the coexistence of both the State of Israel and 

Palestine, but was unable to truly enforce it, shown by 

the ongoing violence done by both sides.6  

In relation to the Security Council, many 
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resolutions that address this specific issue was vetoed 

by the United States. A recent example was resolution 

S/2018/516 written by Kuwait that pushes the need 

of providing humanitarian assistance to the victims 

of the ongoing violence in Palestinian areas and the 

promotion of a peaceful reconciliation of both Israel 

and Palestine. Following a move by its government 

under President Donald Trump to recognize 

Jerusalem as a capital city of Israel and move their 

embassy from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem, the US also 

vetoed resolution S/2017/1060 written by Egypt that 

urges the need to respect the position and status of 

the Holy City of Jerusalem and calls member states 

to refrain from altering the position and status of the 

city.

AGENDA OVERVIEW
OPTIONS FOR REFORM

Decision 62/557 of the General Assembly denotes five key themes in reforming the Security Council:

1. Categories of membership.

2. Regional representation.

3. Size of an enlarged Security Council and working methods of the Council.

4. The question of the veto system.

5. The relationship between the Council and the General Assembly.

Predicated upon these themes, the agenda of the GA Committee focuses on the following considerations:  

Enlarging The Security Council: 
Toward Regional Inclusive 
Representation

I. Member expansion

The enlargement of the size of the Security Council 

is an ongoing topic where member states find both 

agreements and disagreements. As the ambassador of 

Ecuador noted during the 73rd session of the General 

Assembly, the issue of membership expansion has been 

discussed for 20 years with no clear consensus on how 

the size of the Security Council should be reformed.  

The discussion on which country merits the seats in 

the Security Council brings even more disagreement. 

For example, countries representing the Arab group, 

Caribbean Community (CARICOM), and the developing 

group of countries named L.69 have called for more 

representation of their regions in their Security 

Council.7  Despite this, there are certain ideas that 

have been agreed upon by member states regarding 

the expansion of the Security Council.

2. Non-permanent membership

Many member states during the IGNs have given 

the idea of expanding the non-permanent membership 

of the Security Council to 21-27 seats. With the 

expansion of the membership of the Security Council, 

it would address two main issues that encourage the 

argument of the council being outdated: (1) that the 

United Nations have grown larger in size with more 

than 190 members from only having 51 members during 

its establishment and (2) within them there are some 

states who have both the capacity and willingness 

more than others to protect and promote international 

peace and security.8  Therefore, a further expansion 
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of members, whether non-permanent or permanent, 

would arguably be necessary to better reflect the 

current political reality of the 21st century where other 

member states have been contributing to peacekeeping 

and peacebuilding efforts equally, if not more than the 

P5.

Challenging the Veto System: Toward 
Effective Decision Making

As it has been explained, the veto system has often 

times been abused by those who have the right to do 

so, namely the P5 states. Hence, there is a popular idea 

of removing the veto power from permanent members. 

Aspiring permanent members such as the G4 has opted 

to make a compromise to be ready to forgo veto power 

if they are elected as permanent member seats.9  
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AGENDA OVERVIEW
ARGUMENTS FOR AND AGAINST REFORM PROPOSALS

There have been heated debates on international 

platforms calling for the reform of the UNSC since the 

early 90s, following the end of the Cold War.10  Despite 

this long discussion, reforming the UNSC remains 

locked in stalemate with no tangible results achieved. 

The international negotiations on reforming the 

UNSC have been conducted in an informal plenary of 

the UN General Assembly (IGN - Intergovernmental 

Negotiations) since 2015 February.11  The majority of 

UN members have acknowledged the notion that a 

UNSC reform is inevitable. However, they have yet 

to achieve a consensus on how to proceed with the 

reforms. Despite opposition from some member 

states, on 14 September 2015, the first “framework 

document” outlining all positions on reform was 

unanimously adopted for consideration by the 70th 

session of the General Assembly (69/560): Draft 

Decision, which is considered a starting-point for 

further negotiations.12 

For

Inclusive Discussion and Balance in Authority

Among the disagreeing blocs, a few commonalities 

can be made. One of them is membership expansion 

(both permanent and non-permanent), particularly 

to states in Africa and Asia. If the ideas discussed 

regarding representation end up being passed, then 

one could certainly expect more inclusive discussions 

and considerations for different political, as well as 

cultural standpoints in the council. We would even 

see some of these countries becoming full-fledged 

permanent members of the UNSC.

The veto system is often criticized as the 

embodiment of great power politics, enabling the 

great powers to determine or sabotage international 

agendas, contravening the UN’s principle of “every 

country is equal”. This concern can be mitigated 

through a reformation entailing the removal of the 

right to veto in cases pertaining to mass atrocity 

crimes because the P5 would rather use their right 

to veto for themselves and their friend than ensure 

peace and co-operation.13  Other proposals include 

adding more permanent members to the UNSC to 

restructure the currently existing balance of power, 

which would possibly result in more multifaceted 

discussions in the council.14 

Against

Bilateral and Regional Contentions
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Joint efforts in expanding the UNSC’s membership 

are likely to intensify bilateral and regional 

contention, especially in the case of G4 countries. 

For example, India’s bid for a permanent seat in the 

Security Council has been opposed by its regional 

competitor Pakistan, saying that proposals that 

promote “national aspirations” of some member states 

will fail to solve the representation issue. Pakistan, 

in opposing the India and the G4 nations, joined the 

Italy-led bloc United for Consensus (UfC).15  This 

contention will possibly escalate if India became 

a permanent member of the UNSC, affecting the 

problem-solving and consensus making capabilities of 

the UNSC.

It should also not be forgotten that states often 

prioritize national interests over the interests of their 

region. With limited seats in the Security Council, 

prominent countries from the same region are prone 

to compete for an exclusive seat as a mean to advance 

their national interests. For example, the African 

Group championed the idea of African representation, 

however, with the limited seats of the Security 

Council countries like South Africa and Nigeria will 

likely compete with each other for their national 

interest as have been seen it African politics where 

they are involved in a tug-of-war for influence in the 

continent.16  To further complicate the issue, among 

various indicators or parameters of power, which 

should constitute the qualification for membership?  

Missing a Check-and-balance Mechanism 

Many countries oppose the abolishment of 

the veto system as they still see values in keeping 

such a potent prerogative. Security concerns in the 

international arena always precipitate the polarization 

between two opposing blocs led by great powers. In 

these situations, a powerful bloc might find the use 

of military forces and sanctions to punish atrocious 

acts tempting. However, states often disagree on 

what constitutes “atrocity” and intervention based 

on humanitarian concerns might be used as a veil to 

conceal political agenda. The veto power, arguably, 

among other checks and balances on foreign 

intervention, is necessary to ensure that no prominent 

bloc or country can employ UN mandates to take any 

politically-motivated and direct action against other 

nations.
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HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENTS
AND RELATED UN DOCUMENTS

Resolution 47/62 of the General Assembly

This resolution kickstarted the debate on reforming the Security Council by adding the agenda of ‘Question of 

equitable representation on and increase in the membership of the Security Council’. 

Decision 62/557 and Decision 50/799

Unlike Resolutions, Decisions are not documented and were not codified before 1975. Regardless, they are 

an important part of the discussion process of the General Assembly.17  The two decisions that have been 

specifically mentioned above, 62/557 and 50/799, are crucial in the progress of developing the Security Council 

reform debate. The former establishes five specific issues that the General Assembly has to tackle. The latter 

advances the discussion into plenary Intergovernmental Negotiations.

Intergovernmental Negotiations

The Intergovernmental Negotiations (IGNs) were established in 2007 after Decision 70/559 was adopted to 

further the discussions of reforming the Security Council. Out of the five discussions, the IGNs have highly 

emphasized three specific issues: categories of membership, regional representation, and size of an enlarged 

council. Furthermore, there are also groups that contributed to the discussions: the G4, the African Group/

Ezulwini Consensus, Uniting for Consensus, L.69, and the Arab Group. 

Millennium Declaration 

The Millennium Declaration is a set of 60 goals regarding various topics including poverty, inequality, peace, 

and many others. The declaration has a specific sub-section for reforming the United Nations, specifically the 

Security Council and the furtherance of its reforms. 

Resolution of the Uniting for Consensus Group (A/59/L.68)

This resolution was submitted by the Uniting for Consensus Group led by 12 member states, including Italy, 

Pakistan, Mexico, Canada, Spain, Argentina, and South Korea. In the resolution, the group stress the need to 

keep the current number of permanent members while expanding the number of members from 10 to 20.

Resolution of the G4 Group (A/59/L.64)

This resolution was submitted by the G4 countries (Brazil, Germany, India Japan) along with many other 

countries that belong to the L.69 group. The resolution includes ideas such as increasing the total number of 

membership from 15 to 25 with 6 new permanent members and 4 new non-permanent members and various 

means of making the Security Council more transparent, among others.
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G4

The G4 countries include Brazil, Germany, India, 

and Japan. These four nations are both economically 

and politically influential in world affairs. They 

even level or surpass the influence of the current 

P5 members. Their plans of reforming the Security 

Council include expansion of membership (from 

15 to 25) with six new permanent members (Brazil, 

Germany, India, Japan, and two African countries) 

and three elected member seats. The joint effort has 

been supported by some of the current permanent 

members, as seen in the Joint UK-France Summit 

Declaration on 27 March 2008. However, this proposal 

have also encountered some hurdles and oppositions 

mainly due to regional and international contention 

with other countries. Countries like Pakistan and 

China would find it hard to accept their regional 

competitors becoming permanent members of the 

UNSC. In addition, Japan has decided to seemingly 

back away from the G4 countries bid for permanent 

representation while still supporting expansion of 

membership. Instead, Japan supports a reform that 

the US will approve. Despite these setbacks, the G4 is 

still a strong and influential bloc with regards to the 

discussions of reforming the UNSC. The positions of 

each countries are:

Brazil

Brazil’s rise to international power began in 

the 1990s where they began to be more active in 

international affairs, especially terms of peacekeeping 

and maintaining regional stability. This can be 

exemplified by their active role in the UN Stabilization 

Mission in Haiti (MINUSTAH) where the country 

contributed with the provision of 1,200 soldiers and 

the establishment of many development programs 

within Haiti. Furthermore, Brazil is also a frequent of 

UNSC, for the country has been elected as a non-

permanent member 6 times.18  In the debate of the 

UNSC reform, Brazil’s stance highly emphasized the 

need for expansion of the Security Council.19  This 

would mean the expansion of both permanent and 

non-permanent memberships. Subsequently, the 

process of choosing those new members have been 

stuck due to geopolitical concerns, with examples 

such as China not wanting to have Japan as a fellow 

permanent member.20 

Germany 

Germany is undoubtedly one of the most 

influential members of the United Nations, Having 

AGENDA OVERVIEW
COUNTRIES AND BLOCS’ POSITIONS
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becoming the 4th largest contributor to the 

overall UN budget, under US, Japan, and China.21  

Furthermore, the nation contributes greatly to 

peacekeeping missions such as the United Nations 

Multidimensional Integrated Stabilization Mission 

in Mali (MINUSMA) while sending peacekeeping 

forces up to 3500 security personnel. As per the 

general stance of other G4 members, Germany is an 

advocate of UNSC reform. They have long sought the 

permanent membership as they believe it is natural 

for them to attain the permanent membership of 

the UNSC due to their large role in supporting and 

participating in UN peacekeeping and development 

programs.22  In addition, Germany has also supported 

the inclusion of the European Union or EU as a 

permanent member seat.23 

India 

India is an influential peacekeeping force in 

world affairs. It has  contributed 180.000 troops to 

peacekeeping missions since the 1950s, and has twice 

the number of peacekeeping forces currently in the 

field compared to the number contributed by the P5 

countries combined. Their interest in the Security 

Council mainly lies in the proper representation of the 

third world from groups such as CARICOM, L.69 and 

African countries in the Security Council.24  

Japan 

Japan’s influence in world affairs is undeniable. 

Japan has dispatched Self-Defense Force contingents, 

cease-fire observers, civilian police officers and 

other election observers to six UN peacekeeping 

operations, two humanitarian relief operations, and 

two international election monitoring activities since 

1992.25  Like Germany, Japan as the third largest 

economy has also shown a substantial amount of 

support to the programs and activities of the United 

Nations. It is currently the third largest financial 

contributor to the United Nations, right behind 

China and the United States.26  Lastly, Japan has been 

a recurring non-permanent member of the UNSC, 

having served eight terms27 .

Uniting for Consensus (UfC) 

The UfC group opposes the idea of reforms 

proposed by the G4. Instead of having new additions 

to the permanent membership of the Security 

Council, it proposes to keep the 5 current permanent 

members and enlarge the number of non-permanent 

members from 10 to 20 with specific electoral 

processes that require representatives from all 

regions and let each region decide its representatives. 

The core members of the group are Italy, Pakistan, 

Mexico, Argentina, Turkey, Canada, and South Korea, 

and Malta. The group’s vision has also been supported 

by China 

Ezulwini Consensus/The African Group

The Ezulwini Consensus has a goal of ensuring 

the voice of Africa is heard in the Security Council. Its 

institutional reforms mainly emphasize the inclusion 

of African countries in the UNSC as both permanent 

and non-permanent members (two permanent 

seats with its full rights and five non-permanent 

seats). Furthermore, it recognizes the importance of 

delegating the full process of choosing African nations 

representing Africa to the African Union. The rationale 

for this recognition is that the UNSC deals or have 

dealt with many issues exist within the continent. 

Furthermore, many African countries contribute 

greatly to peacekeeping missions, including several 

ongoing UN missions in the region, in the number 

of personnel sent, with the top being Ethiopia (7,957 

personnel); the largest in Africa and the world. With 

these facts in mind, they hope that can increase 

African representation. 

Present UNSC Members

China

China advocates “patient consultations” toward 

s a UNSC reform that enhances the voice and 

representation of developing countries.28  China also 

claimed to understand India’s aspirations to play a 

greater role in the UN and stressed that China was 

ready to engage with India and other states regarding 

UNSC reforms.

UK 

The United Kingdom firmly supports the reform 

of the UN Security Council and is concerned with the 

misuse of veto power for narrow self interest29 . The 

UK calls for a modest expansion in the permanent and 

non-permanent categories to include Brazil, Germany, 
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India and Japan, alongside permanent African 

representation. 

France

France supports the accession to the permanent 

posts of the G4 and African nations as well as the 

British-French proposal of intermediate reform.30  In 

2013, France called for the regulation of use of the 

veto that would commit the five permanent members 

to voluntarily and collectively renounce their right to 

use the veto where a mass atrocity occurs.31  

USA

In official statements, the United States has 

voiced its support for the inclusion of a number of 

countries in the list of permanent members. Out of 

the G4 countries, Germany and Japan are key allies 

of the US in Europe and East Asia respectively. The 

Clinton administration endorsed the idea of them 

becoming the permanent members of the UNSC. India 

has been beefing up their relationship with the US, 

both as part of their democratic nature and part of 

their strategy to counter the rise of China. Officially, 

the US endorse the candidacy of their allies, yet the 

extent to which these endorsements are genuine is 

still to be determined.

Russia 

Russia supports the expansion of the non-

permanent members to around 20-21 countries. 

However, they oppose any change to the current 

veto system, including both limit the veto power 

and expanding permanent memberships. Russia’s 

support of the expansion of non-permanent members 

is predictable based on their foreign policy. Russia’s 

interest is to keep their sphere of influence in Central 

Asia and in Russian-speaking countries, but not so 

much in other regions.
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Based on past discussions within the General Assembly, there are a few questions to consider regarding 

how will the reform affect certain parts of the council:

1. Membership and representation
a. Should the number of members of the Security Council be expanded? If yes then how many? Which 

form of membership should be expanded? Non-permanent membership, permanent membership,or 

both? 

b. Which countries merit a seat in the Security Council? On what grounds? Is your country one of 

them? 

c. Would  broader representation improve the working methods of the Security Council?

2. The Veto System
d. Should the Veto system be abolished? If yes then what should be new rules governing the voting 

procedure the UNSC? 

e. If not and in the case that the UNSC accepts more members, should more countries enjoy veto 

power? 

f. Which countries should have the right to veto power after the reform?

Some other ideas to consider are how the UNSC reform can improve its effectiveness, rather than only 

focusing on representation. Furthermore, consider the kinds of country represented in the UNSC in the reform 

and the global issues which they will handle. Therefore, the types of representation (geographical, political 

leanings, and so on) proposed and supported by each country should also consider these aspects.

QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER
HOW TO APPROACH THE DEBATE
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