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MUN@TIU 2019 was created for the purpose of facilitating an environ-

ment where youth can contribute to their community, build confidence 

and leadership, practice their skills and rights, and familiarize them-

selves with global affairs. Above all, we thrive to provide participants 

with an original experience in Japan by capitalizing on an existing di-

verse population members and participants while creating an inclusive 

and innovative environment for individuals to communicate and con-

nect with one another. Having participated in high-level MUN confer-

ences in Japan and around the world as organizers, TIUMUN team un-

derstand more than anyone what makes a successful MUN conference. 

Allow us to demonstrate it to you this summer.

WELCOME TO 
MUN@TIU 2019

Tokyo International University Model United Nations (TIUMUN) 

is a varsity club at Tokyo International University. We are looking 

forward to transforming these achievements into an exceptional 

event that would make Tokyo and TIU the next destination in Asia 

for MUN enthusiasts.
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MESSAGES FROM 
THE DAIS

My name is Phan Xuan Dung, an International Relations junior at Tokyo International 
University. MUN@TIU is something really close to my heart as I witnessed its birth and 
contributed to the development of is first chapter: MUN@TIU 2018. The second chapter, 
MUN@TIU 2019 promises to deliver another unique experience and I am thrilled to be a part 
of the conference again this year. 

The period that we live in has witnessed great turbulence to the liberal world order 
established after the second world war. Emerging markets are playing a more visible role in 
the world stage while some core nations are disengaging. Perhaps the most two conspicuous 
cases of this shift are the rise of US unilateralism and China’s expansionism. Both countries 
are also locked in trade friction with severe consequences to the international system. The 
implications of this confrontation is immense, linked to various aspects of international 
political economy and geopolitics.

All of this is fascinating to me because as a learner of international relations, I tend to examine 
pertaining issues through different political, social, and cultural lenses. Sometimes it feels 
like I’m putting together pieces of artwork, a vibrant picture of interconnected themes. 
This is exactly how I approached the US-China trade war and incorporated it into the MUN 
framework. 

But this could be our work of art, not just mine. The WTO committee is an unfinished canvas, 
the BG is the color palette, your fellow delegates are your co-artists. Well, think of and Mia, 
my lovely co-chair, as your art supervisors. This is where our wisdom and creativity coalesce. 
Let’s have some fun!

My name is Minh Anh, a senior student at Tokyo International University, majoring in In-
ternational Relations. It is my utmost pleasure and honor to serve as a Chair in the Dispute 
Settlement Body - World Trade Organization Committee at the 2nd Session of MUN@TIU. 

Trade has been one of the oldest forms of communication between countries on a regional 
or global scale. On the one hand, trade can foster economic growth and reduce the eco-
nomic and technological gap between trading partners. However, on the other hand, trade 
can create conflicts due to differences in economic, social, and political settings. Since 
its establishment in 1995, the World Trade Organization has served as an official forum to 
settle trade disputes and negotiate trade agreements. In this conference, every delegation 
bears the responsibility and the capability of resolving the current trade war and bringing 
stability to global economy.

I believe MUN is a platform for everyone from all socioeconomic backgrounds to interact, to 
exchange ideas, to voice their opinions, to learn valuable professional skills, and to network. 
As a part of the organization team and also as your Chair, I hope that after MUN@TIU 2019 
conference, all delegations will learn something new, grow academically and personally, 
make unforgettable memories, and importantly, have fun! 

Nguyen Thi 
Minh Anh
4th year 
International Rela-
tions Major

Phan Xuan 
Dung
3rd year 
International rela-
tions Major
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Discussions on Topic 1 and Topic 2 serve as a reference for discussions revolving around 

Topic 3. As the result, Topic 3 will be the last item to be debated on the agenda. 

The final report will adopt UN Resolution format. 

Delegates can submit multiple draft resolutions but only one will be adopted as the final 

report of the committee. 
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The GATT, signed  by 23 countries in 1947, was the most comprehensive multilateral trade agreement at the 

time whose aims were to assure action for the reduction of tariff and to give Member States a right to tariff con-

cession on particular products that might be impossible under bilateral agreement.3  As a result of the Uruguay 

Round negotiations, in 1995, the WTO was established to replace the outdated GATT, which was no longer rele-

vant in the complex world trade of globalization era and the problematic dispute settlement system.4  However, 

the GATT (updated in 1994) remains a critical principal document for WTO. 

As of 2018, the WTO has 164 members and 23 observer governments, accounting for 98% of international 

trade. 

THE WORLD TRADE ORGANIZATION
THE KEY INSTITUTION OF INTERNATIONAL TRADE

The World Trade Organization (WTO) emerged in 1995 following the establishment of the Gen-

eral Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) in 1947.1  The GATT was born out of the Bretton Woods 

Agreement in 1944, which served to ensure economic stability for major economies and promote 

international trade after World War II.2  
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Mandate

The WTO is responsible for the regulation of international trade through a system of international rules. The 

main goal of this intergovernmental organization is to “ensure that trade flows as smoothly, predictably and freely 

as possible.” 

The WTO acts as a forum for governments to negotiate trade agreements and settle trade disputes. Essentially, 

when governments believe that their trade rights under WTO agreements are being infringed, they bring their 

dispute to the WTO and follow a naturallegal-based procedure based on an agreed legal foundation to settle 

their differences. Since 1995, over 500 disputes have been filed to the WTO and more than 300 rulings have been 

issued.. The WTO trade agreements cover trade in goods, services, and intellectual property.

In addition, the WTO’s operations include reviewing national trade policies to ensure transparency in 

governments’ trade policies. The WTO also cooperates with other international organizations and assists 

developing countries in trade policy issues, through technical assistance and training programmes. 

Dispute Settlement Process

As WTO Members file a complaint to the WTO, dispute parties enter the first stage, also known as 

consultations, in which dispute parties attempt to settle their disputes and differences by themselves through a 

mutually agreed solution. 

If consultations fail, parties in disputes enter the second stage of settling disputes through adjudication, 

leading to the establishment of the Panel by the Dispute Settlement Body (DSB), which includes all WTO members. 

After discussing the issue, the Panel will send a final report to the parties in dispute. The Panel recommends 

measures to be made to conform with WTO rules if it decides that the disputed trade measure goes against the 

WTO agreements or obligations. The report then becomes the DSB’s ruling or recommendation.5  

In the WTO committee, we presuppose that both the US and China file their own com-

plaints (detailed complaints will be explained in the “Divergent Narratives” Section) to the 

WTO regarding the current trade war and consultations have failed, which means the 

agenda is an adjudication and all member states make up the DSB. 
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Tariff

Tariff is a tax on a product made abroad.6  In theory, the price of taxing items coming into the country means 

people are less likely to buy them as they become more expensive. The intention is that they buy cheaper local 

products instead, which boosts your country’s economy and thereby protect certain national industries and jobs. 

Tariffs can also be used as an extension of foreign policy: imposing tariffs on a trading partner’s main exports is a 

way to exert economic leverage.7  Besides tariff, countries can restrict trade using non-tariff barriers, such as but 

not limited to quotas, embargoes, sanctions, levies. 

Tariffs can have unintended side-effects, such as making domestic industries less efficient by reducing 

competition, hurting domestic consumers with high prices, and creating tensions by favoring certain industries 

over others. Finally, the act of pressuring a rival country by raising imported taxes can descend into an unproductive 

cycle of tariff retaliation, known as a trade war.

Trade War

A trade war is a side effect of protectionism that occurs when one country (Country A) raises tariffs on 

another country’s (Country B) imports in retaliation for Country B by raising tariffs on Country A’s imports. Trade 

wars can commence if one country perceives another country’s trading practices to be unfair or when domestic 

trade unions pressure politicians to make imported goods less attractive to consumers.8 

Free Trade and Protectionism 

Free trade is a policy to eliminate discrimination against imports and exports through voluntarily trade 

without a government applying tariffs, quotas, and subsidies or prohibitions on goods and services.9  Free trade 

is the opposite of trade protectionism, which is shielding a country’s domestic industries by raising tariffs on 

imports from foreign countries. As mentioned above, such an act can sour relations among countries and lead to 

a trade conflict. 

KEY TERMS AND CONCEPTS
THE FOUNDATION OF THE DEBATE



Page 4  

MUN@TIU 2019 Background Guide

Ever since the opening of China in 1978 and its 

entrance to WTO in 2001, the world has witnessed 

rapid growth and consolidation of Chinese economic 

power, through which Beijing uses to exert its political 

influence in the region, as well as around the world. 

This phenomenon manifests itself in China’s recent 

ambitious international projects that aim to expand 

China’s trade and investment activities.

The Belt and Road Initiative

The Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) is a megaproject 

that China is currently undertaking and considered 

the largest project of the century: an interregional 

network of railroads and shipping lanes linking itself 

with 70 countries across Asia, Africa, Europe, and 

Oceania. As the name implies, there are two segments: 

The “Belt,” which recreates the ancient Silk Road land 

route, and the “Road,” which alludes to a route through 

various oceans. The main focuses are infrastructure, 

transportation, and energy. Furthermore, it comprises 

more than 60 percent of the world population and over 

30 percent of the global trade and GDP.10 

On the one hand, several experts argue that the 

Belt and Road Initiative brings a lot of benefits to 

developing countries, citing projects such as an oil 

pipeline in Myanmar and rail networks in Kenya.11  On 

the other hand, analysts warn that the massive amount 

of loans from China might lead the recipient states into 

a “debt trap” (a situation in which a borrower is led into 

a cycle of re-borrowing their loan payments because 

they are unable to afford the scheduled payments).12  

For instance, Sri Lanka borrowed billions of dollars 

from China for infrastructure development, notably the 

Hambantota port project.13  However, owing more than 

$8 billion to Chinese firms, which exceeds its ability to 

pay back,14  the Sri Lanka’s government had to agree to 

lease this port to China Merchant Port Holdings for 99 

years.15  To critics, China is building a string of overseas 

military bases and putting countries under its political 

influence by gaining access to strategic locations in 

indebted nations.  

Made in China 2025 

This is another China’s ambitious state-led plan to 

create globally competitive advances in autonomous 

technologies by 2025. The national strategy aims to 

THE RISE OF CHINA
ECONOMIC AMBITION OF THE MIDDLE KINGDOM
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build up 10 strategically and technologically important 

sectors such as 5G networks and cybersecurity, high-

end precision tools and robotics, and aerospace, most 

of which are currently exclusive domains of Western 

companies.16  

This project includes government incentives and 

heavy investments in research and innovation. In fact, 

between 2000 and 2015, China’s spending on research 

and development (R&D) had soared by an average of 

18% annually, whereas that of the US rose only around 

4%.17  This surge in China’s R&D places China in a highly 

competitive position with the US, the largest supporter 

of science and technology.

Subsidies

“Subsidy” is a form of financial aid or support 

from the government extended to an economic sector 

(or institution, business, or individual) generally with 

the aim of promoting economic and social policy.18   

As a system of rules dedicated to open, fair and 

undistorted competition, WTO generally discourages 
“unfair practices” such as export subsidies from the 
government as stated in Article XVI of GATT because 

this would allow the exporting country to sell its 

products with a cheaper price in foreign markets, 

undercutting fair competition. Many other WTO 

agreements also aim to advocate for fair competition in 

agriculture, intellectual property, services, etc. At the 

same time, Article XVIII of GATT allows governmental 
assistance to infant industries under policies of 
economic development in developing countries.

Intellectual Property Rights

Intellectual Property (IP) Rights is defined as “the 

rights given to persons over the creations of their 

minds. They usually give the creator an exclusive right 

over the use of his/her creation for a certain period of 

time”.19  IP Rights cover two main areas: (i) Copyright 

and rights related to copyright and (ii) Industrial 

property. 

WTO agreements such as GATT, GATS, and 

TRIPS allow developing countries some preferential 
treatment regarding intellectual property as long as 
they agree to protect IP rights. Besides from providing 

special assistance with the transfer of technology,20   

these agreements also grant extra time for developing 

countries to fulfill their commitments and include 

the concept of non-reciprocity in trade concessions 

favoring developing nations (when developed countries 

grant trade concessions to developing countries 

they should not expect the developing countries to 

make matching offers in return). Moreover, the WTO 

Secretariat also has special legal advisers for assisting 

developing countries in any WTO dispute and for 

giving them legal counsel. The service is offered by the 

WTO’s Training and Technical Cooperation Institute. 

Article 66 of TRIPS specifies the obligation 

for developed countries to provide incentives for 

technology transfer while Article 67 encourages 

developed nations to assist developing countries in the 

protection and enforcement of IP rights. Moreover, in 

order to ensure a functioning IP regime, the facilitation 

of the technology transfer in the form of foreign direct 

investment, joint ventures and licensing also occurs.

For the details of these three methods of technology 

transfer, visit: http://innodigest.com/technology-

RELEVANT WTO AGREEMENTS
BASIS FOR FURTHER DISCUSSION
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transfer-methods/

 Tariffs

The WTO does not have a legally binding agreement 

on specific targets of tariff cut. Yet, countries do make 

commitments on the maximum tariff rates on import 

goods based on the following principles: 

As the 1st principle of the trading system, “Trade 

without discrimination” promotes equally fair 

treatment among a country’s trading partners. That is, 

when a country grants another country benefits such 

as lower trade barriers, other WTO members enjoy 

these favors as well.21   This most-favored-nation (MFN) 

treatment is so important that it is addressed in the 

first article of GATT, article 2 of the General Agreement 

on Trade in Services (GATS), article 4 of TRIPS.

 Although allowed only under strict conditions, 

some exceptions are being made as seen in free trade 

agreements within a particular group of countries 

(free trade agreements), special tariff reduction rates 

for developing countries, or barriers against products 

that are considered to be traded unfairly from specific 

countries. This means a member is allowed, under 
permissible circumstances, to impose high tariffs on 

goods from a certain country on grounds of remedy 
against unfair trade practices. 

Freer trade: gradually, through negotiation is 

the 2nd principle of the trading system. Lowering 

trade barriers such as tariffs and measures including 

import bans or quotas is an apparent means to 

encourage trade. This mean is achieved through trade 

negotiations which had expanded to cover non-tariff 

barriers on goods, and to the new areas such as services 

and intellectual property. Besides, WTO agreements 

support the introduction of changes regarding opening 

market gradually through “progressive liberalization” 

in developing countries.

Predictability: through binding and transparency. 

Foreign companies, investors and governments should 

be confident that trade barriers (including tariffs 

and non-tariff barriers) should not be raised. This 

confidence is enhanced through commitment bindings 

and transparency in trading conduct. 



WTO: ADDRESSING THE US-CHINA TRADE WAR

Page 7  

THE US DATE CHINA
The United States has implemented three 

rounds of tariff on a total of $250 billion worth of 

Chinese products.22  

The U.S. imposed a 25 percent tariff on im-

ported Chinese products:23 

First Round: imaging modalities, patient 

monitoring system, etc.

Second Round: iron or steel products, 

electrical machinery, railway products, 

instruments and apparatus.

Third Round: consumer products, 

chemical and construction materials, textiles, 

tools, food and agricultural products, 

commercial electronic equipment and 

vehicle/automtiv parts.

Jul-Sep 2018

China has imposed tariffs on $110 billion worth of 

U.S. goods: 

First Round: a 25 percent tariff on agricultural 

products, automobiles and aquatic products 

Second Round: a 25 percent tariff on chemical 

products, medical equipment, energy products

Third Round: 5-25 percent tariffs on agricultural, 

products, foods, textiles and products, chemicals, 

metal products, machinery, glassware, etc.

The U.S. and China resumed contact to work on a 

trade deal agreement
Oct-Nov 2018

The U.S. and China resumed contact to work on a 

trade deal agreement

Huawei CEO was arrested in Canada upon the 

U.S.’s request.24 

The U.S. and China came to a temporary 

agreement to de-escalate the trade war. Both sides 

would refrain from increasing or imposing new 

tariffs for 90 days

Dec 2018

China announced that it will temporarily remove 

additional tariffs on U.S. autos and certain U.S. auto 

parts for three months from January 1, 2019. It would 

also resume buying US’s soybeans

The U.S. formally requests the extradition of 

Huawei CEO from Canada and accuses the compa-

ny of crimes including theft of intellectual property 

and bank fraud.25 

The U.S. and China engaged in trade talks in 

Beijing and Washington DC for the trade deal.

Jan-Feb 2019

Huawei denied the allegations and called the US’s 

extradition of its CEO a politically motivated action 

aimed at bolstering the US bargaining position in the 

trade war. 

The US postponed a tariff on Chinese prod-

ucts. 

The U.S. warned allies not to use Huawei’s 5G 

networks because they pose a security concern, 

claiming that China could use Huawei’s equipment 

for espionage.26 

Trump indicated that tariffs on Chinese 

goods might remain in place for a substantial 

period until the US can confirm that China 

complies with any trade agreement.

Mar 2019

Huawei announced it would sue the U.S. for 

unlawfully banning the company’s products, saying 

that the restriction prevents Huawei from engaging in 

fair competition. The Chinese government backs this 

decision.27 

China passed a new foreign investment law that 

would make it illegal to force foreign firms to transfer 

their technology to Chinese companies and reduce 

market barriers for foreign companies entering Chi-

na.28 

US-China trade talks continue but major is-

sues regarding IP rights and trade deficits persist. 
April 2019

US-China trade talks continue but major issues re-

garding IP rights and trade deficits persist.
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DIVERGENT NARRATIVES
DIFFERENCES BETWEEN THE TWO GIANTS

This section is a series of statements, as well 

as responses from the US and China with respect to 

the current situation. The committee is responsible 

for evaluating these claims in the framework of 

WTO agreements described above, as well as taking 

consideration relevant external factors in order to 

reach the final verdict on the issue. 

THE UNITED STATES

Subsidies: State-sponsored Tech Firms  

Despite having a market-driven economy, many 

critical components of the Communist Party’s state-

driven economy are maintained. With this model, 

the Chinese government bolsters many industries, 

including high-tech ones, with subsidies and other 

types of support. The US and other European countries 

consider this an attempt to place foreign competitors 

in a permanently disadvantaged position.29  Close links 

between the state and tech companies also sparked 

concern that these firms’ network technology is being 

used by the Chinese government for spying on the US 

and its allies.  

Intellectual Property Rights: Forced 

Transfer of Technology

On March 11, 2018, President Trump signed a 

‘Memorandum on Actions by the United States Related 

to the Section 301 Investigation’ (Section 301 is one 

of the principal statutory means by which the United 

States enforces US rights under trade agreements 

and addresses “unfair” foreign barriers to US exports). 

It functions as retaliation to China’s “economic 

aggression” and serves to justify US actions against 

China by identifying four broad policies made by China 

regarding the treatment of IP:30 

• Uses of joint venture requirements, foreign 

investment restrictions, and administrative 

processes that force technology transfers 

from U.S. companies to a Chinese entity;

• Maintains unfair licensing practices prevent-

ing U.S. firms from getting returns for their 

IP;

• Directs and facilitates investments and acqui-

sitions which generate large-scale technology 

and IP transfer to support China’s industrial 

policy goals; and
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• Conducts and supports cyber intrusions into 

U.S. computer networks to gain access to 

valuable business information.

Tariffs: Trade Deficits and Unfair Trade 
Practices 

The US argues that the tariffs are specifically for 

bilateral trade issues that are not specifically covered 

under WTO rules. In the White House statement 

announcing the tariffs on Chinese goods, president 

Donald Trump claimed that “China engaged in 

numerous unfair policies and practices relating to 

United States technology and intellectual property.”31  

The White House claimed that the use of tariffs was 

necessary to counter and change this unfairness. 

Furthermore, the trade war was supposed to reduce 

US trade deficits with China (375$ in 2017 and $222.6 

billion in 2018)32   and generate more jobs for the 

American people. President Trump has asked China 

to “reduce trade deficit immediately by $100 billion” 

(raised to $200 billion in two years), emphasizing that 

trade should be “reciprocal”. 

China

President Xi Jinping projected China as a “champion 

of reform and globalization”, insisting that China’s rise 

in power is a peaceful one.33  Chinese authorities also 

reject the debt-trap skepticism and other security 

concerns over its investment activities. 

 Subsidies: Vow to Comply with WTO 
Rules 

China claims that its subsidy policies are 

transparent and in line with the WTO’s Agreement 

on Subsidies and Countervailing Measures.34  In 

recent trade talks with US officials, China pledged 

to take further actions aiming at cutting subsidies 

for its domestic industries in compliance with WTO 

rules.35  China also strongly dismisses speculations 

that the government forces its companies to install 

secret access routes to their products, saying that it 

is “ridiculous” to restrict Chinese tech gears based on 

this groundless accusation.36 

 Intellectual Property Rights: Baseless 
Allegations

China asserts that the country is fully committed 

to the protection of IP rights. In 2018, China argued 

in front of the WTO’s dispute settlement body that 

the forced transfer of technology accusations against 

China were baseless. Ambassador Zhang Xiangchen 

added that no Chinese regulatory measure requires 

technology transfer from foreign firms.37  Nonetheless, 

Beijing promises to enhance laws and regulations on 

IPR protection, improve the efficiency of IP rights 

reviews, and introduce the system of punitive damage 

compensation for intentional IP rights violations.38  

On March 2018, China’s People’s National Congress 

has passed a law banning government officials from 

requiring foreign firms to hand over their technology 

to Chinese companies.

 Tariffs: US Protectionism and 
Retrenchment 

China has accused the US of implementing 

protectionism and seeking economic hegemony. 

China has always affirmed that it promoted a win-

win trade relationship and rarely speaks bitterly 

in the realm of trade with the United States. China 

believes that following the “America First” belief, the 

US has abandoned the fundamental norms of mutual 

respect and equal consultation that guide international 

relations. 

China published a white paper in September of 

2018 to clarify facts about China-US economic and 

trade relations, as well as demonstrating its current 

stance with the United States. According to the white 

paper, since both countries are at different stages of 

development and have different economic systems, 

trade fiction is inevitable. Regarding Section 301 

Investigation and the US’s use of tariffs, the paper says:   

“These investigations involve selective use of 

evidence and arbitrary conclusions. Without WTO 

authorization, the US has illegally imposed punitive, 

hefty tariffs on other WTO members, which is a serious 

breach of the most fundamental and central WTO rules 

and disciplines, including the most-favored-nation 

treatment and tariff binding. Such unilateralist actions 

have harmed the interests of China and other WTO 

members. More importantly, they have undermined 

the authority of the WTO and its dispute settlement 

system, and exposed the multilateral trading system 

and international trade order to unprecedented risks.”39 
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The following section examines the current 

geopolitical landscape by looking at several countries’ 

stance with regards to the trade war and their relations 

with these two powers. This section is by no means a 

complete overview but rather serves as an illustration 

of the geopolitical perspective and a compass for your 

research, whether your country’s name is mentioned 

or not. 

EUROPE

The EU 

European countries along with the US since the end 

of the Cold War, have pushed for a liberal world order 

with an emphasis on the proliferation of democracy 

and economic liberalization. The US’s dominated role 

in international financial institutions has been pivotal 

to resilient EU-US partnerships on a wide range of 

issues. However, under the Trump Administration with 

the withdrawal from international treaties, several 

countries in the EU find the Trump Administration 

increasingly disagreeable. 

Nevertheless, the EU and the US still share similar 

concerns over China’s trade and economic practices, 

such as giving subsidies and preferential treatment to 

state-owned enterprises while restricting the access 

of foreign companies to China’s market. European 

business leaders have begun echoing US complaints 

that China was allowed into the WTO without enough 

rules to fully transform it into a market-oriented 

economy.40  But unlike the US, their concerns do not 

split over to the security issues. 

Meanwhile, China has sought to get Europe on 

its side to deepen commercial ties and support trade 

rules. Recently, Italy has become the first EU country 

to join China’s BRI. 

Russia 

Russia has shown strong signs of siding with China 

in the trade war through the strengthening of economic 

and security ties.41  Close ties and steady trade relation 

between Moscow and Beijing have enabled the two to 

help each other circumvent US economic sanctions. 

While Chinese investment and energy purchases 

provide relief from economic pressure on Russia over 

Ukraine, Russian sales of oil, missile defense systems, 

and jets are challenging the US strategies against 

Chinese expansion in the Pacific.42 

ASIA

The US is wary of an influential China in the 

region as the South China Sea carries geographical 

importance, which reaffirms the United States’ strong 

foothold in the Asia Pacific. Regional allies such as the 

Philippines, Malaysia, Taiwan, Japan, and South Korea 

expect the US to maintain this presence and help them 

counter China’s military power. 

Southeast Asia 

ASEAN countries have strong economic ties with 

China and have been facilitating economic integration 

GEOPOLITICAL PERSPECTIVE
COUNTRIES’ STANCES ON THE ISSUE

The trade war has never been solely about contesting trade policies but rather constitutes a part of 

the broader shift in global politics that entails a hegemonic competition between two highly influ-

ential powers. Therefore, in order to accurately represent their countries in the WTO committee, 

delegates have to consider long-term geopolitical implications and how they shape their countries’ 

approach to the trade war. A conflict between a member state’s view on free trade and its relation 

with the US or China is likely to occur. How would your country resolve this dissonance? What is 

your country’s priority? With the absence of Chinese and the US delegates in the committee, close 

allies of the two are also expected to promulgate and defend their narratives.
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through the Belt and Road Initiative. Leaders of 

Southeast Asia have expressed concerns about the 

US-China trade war and US unilateralism. Since the 

trade war erupted, ASEAN has become an attractive 

alternative or supplementary manufacturing base to 

China.43  

Meanwhile, China’s increasing military activities 

in the South China Sea is concerning to countries in 

the region. Vietnam, the Philippines, and Malaysia all 

have contesting claims with China over islands in the 

Paracels and Spratlys. 

Japan

Japan has reached out to China recently with 

the hope that both countries can focus on economic 

positives rather than historical and geopolitical 

negatives. Meanwhile, Japan’s close ties with the US 

prove durable amid rising tension with China’s naval 

might in the Pacific.  

AFRICA

Although Africa has seen a surge in Chinese 

investment programs and infrastructure projects 

through the BRI, the US remains the largest investor 

in the continent. With low-interest rate and unlike 

Western financial institutions, having no institutional 

reform conditions, Chinese loans are highly attractive 

to developing nations in Africa. 
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RELATED WTO DOCUMENTS
THE BASIS FOR NEGOTIATION

General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade 1994 (GATT)

The GATT, signed by 23 countries in 1947, was the most comprehensive multilateral trade agreement at the 

time, whose aims were to assure action for the reduction of tariff and to give Member States a right to tariff 

concession. 

Important provisions: Article I: General Most-Favoured-Nation Treatment; Article III: National Treatment 

on Internal Taxation & Regulation;  Article XVI: Subsidies; Article XVIII: Government Assistance to Economic 

Development  

General Agreement on Trade in Services (GATS) 1995 

The GATS aims to create a credible system of international trade rules that ensure fair and equitable 

treatment of all members. The document also places an emphasis on the promotion of trade and development 

through progressive liberalization. 

Agreement on Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights, Including Trade 
in Counterfeit Goods (TRIPS) 

A multilateral agreement administered by the WTO that came into effect in 1995. The aim of TRIPS is to 

assimilate intellectual property rights together under common international rules and establish minimum stan-

dards of intellectual property rights protection.

Important Provisions: Article 66: Least-Developed Country Members, Article 67: Technical Cooperation  

Please refer to these documents, as well as other relevant WTO, UN, or international docu-

ments in the Draft Resolutions.  

Delegates are NOT required to study these documents extensively. All the important de-

tails are mentioned and explained above. 
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1. What are your country’s general positions regarding free trade and the US-China Trade War?

2. What is your country’s trade relationship (bilateral and multilateral trade agreements, investment 

programs, etc) with the US and China? 

3. Is China entitled to the benefits and exceptions WTO grant to developing countries? 

4. What is/ would be your country’s stance regarding the following issues:  

5. Subsidies: Are China’s subsidies to technology firms protectionist, which violates WTO agreement on 

tariffs or government assistance to economic development, which is allowed under GATT? What should China do 

to address concerns regarding state-subsidized industries?

6. Intellectual Property Rights: Are the allegations against China and its tech firms (forced technology 

transfer and intellectual property theft) groundless as China claimed? Should the US and other developed nations 

do more to assist China with the transfer of technology? 

7. Tariffs: Based on the aforementioned assessments and the results of recent US-China trade talks, what 

should be the final verdict on the US’s tariffs on Chinese goods? Protectionism or a justifiable response to unfair 

trade practices? 

8. What settlement terms would your country propose to the US and China?

QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER
HOW TO APPROACH THE DEBATE
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